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Oldenbourg, Zoe The Cornerstone 
Pantheon. Jan. 1955. 482p. $4.50. 

Miss Oldenbourg’s second novel, sequel her first, 
but complete itself), appears translation the 
United States little more than six years after the 
publication her first novel, under the title The World 
Not Enough (L’Argile). This better novel, 
exceptionally fine novel indeed, and shares with the 
first novel the then recognized power which Miss 
Oldenbourg has recreate the late twelfth and early 
thirteenth centuries central France and the Holy 
Land. Miss Oldenbourg’s achievement portraying 
the past vividly that seems surround the reader, 
immerse him its landscapes, its manner and 
events, fine and exceptional was the late 
Sigrid Undset’s power demonstrated Kristin Lav- 
ransdatter and The Master Hestviken. almost 
brutally, even savagely uncompromising work 
history and literature those two 
torical novels Scandinavia. One comes from the 
reading The Cornerstone with the conviction that 
Ansiau Miss Oldenbourg has created 
fictional character the stature and permanence 
Kristin, Piotr Bezukhov John (or Jolyon) Forsyte 
Jean Christophe. great hero, the dimen- 
sions Ulysses and Aeneas. 


difficult summarize novel which has the scope 
The Cornerstone; one does so, attempts 
the understanding that this larger novel than 
any synopsis can suggest. Ansiau Linnieres, after 
full life, much Crusader, has decided turn 
over his fief his surviving son, Herbert, nicknamed 
Gros, order set out pilgrimage expiation 
for his sins the Holy Sepulchre. leaves his castle 
accompanied boy, Auberi. 


Herbert’s only legitimate son, Haguenier, has been 
school for knights Normandy and now ready for 
his knighting. The two bastard sons Herbert, Ernaut 
and Pierre, are first resentful Haguenier; but their 
half brother gentle and sympathetic man and suc- 
ceeds winning their devotion. His sister, Aielot, 
married not too happily the lord Pouilli, interests 
her favorite brother Marie Mongenost, who her- 
self married the lord Foulque. misled 
the romantic traditions the age, falls love with 
Marie first encounter and engages himself her 


“true and parfait knight.” Marie first takes ad- 
vantage the young man’s devotion play him 
against other suitors, notably Henri-le-Bar, but soon 
finds herself attracted the young man, all the 
time both are vowing their love shall chaste and 
pure. And herein will the difficult theme for 
modern reader accept: the tradition courtly love 
the middle ages; courtly love that was, theory, 
completely pure; but most often led clandestine 
adultery. Haguenier and Marie, however, maintain 
their chastity, each toward the other, spite Marie’s 
capricious and even provocatory intrigues. Haguenier 
married off elderly widow who manages give 
him daughter; but his scheming father’s insistence 
lady-love’s demand, fraudently obtains 
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annulment his marriage from the Lady Isabeau, 
promising settle his estate upon his daughter. 


Herbert, after life utter immorality, returns from 
half-sincere pilgrimage penitence Puy find 
that his second wife suspected adultery his 
absence. quarrel over the matter, Haguenier acci- 
dentally knocks his father over against the huge and- 
irons and breaks his back. dies, mourned 
none, but given magnificent funeral; and Haguenier, 
penitent, enters monastery. 


Meanwhile, Ansiau has, completely blind, continued 
his journey toward the Holy Land, through land 
that torn the Crusade against the horrors the 
Cathari, Manichean sect which called itself the 
Church Christ and was based belief that the 
flesh was the creation the Devil, that marriage and 
procreation sinful and suicide the only solution 
the problem life. That also believed the Catholic 
Church itself the product the devil makes the 
first historic prototype the anticlericals, and with 
shock enlightenment that one recalls the center 
this movement twelfth and thirteenth century 
France was Toulouse, presently stronghold Com- 
munism. his wanderings, Ansiau befriends the 
blinded Bertrand-Gaucelm Castans and the rene- 
gade monk, Riquet. They all manage, after incredible 
hardship, reach the Holy Land, but are captured 
marauding Saracens. How close Ansiau comes 


reaching his goal part the suspense that grows 
with this story. Seldom has simple and urgent faith 
been luminously presented has the person 


this aged and blind ex-Crusader. Few there are who 
will read his story without weeping, least inwardly. 
There may many who will find the interruptions 
the story Ansiau, follow the fortunes the ap- 
parently fatuous Haguenier and his arbitrary lady, 
Marie, insufferably tedious because they delay the re- 
turn Ansiau. 


The book not pretty, any means; the ages Faith 
were marked aberrations less stupid and silly 
than our own; superstition and cruelty, curse matching 
blessing, artificial convention and hypocrisy are less 
apparent then than now. But for adult reader, The 
Cornerstone should serve the high artistic purpose 
Greek tragedy: catharsis the spirit. seems 
this reviewer rarely fine book excellently trans- 


lated Edward Hyams. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


LITERARY SELECTION 


Haycox, Ernest The Adventurers 
Little, Brown. Jan. 1955. 331p. $3.95. 


Oregon 1865 the setting this novel Ernest 
Haycox. are concerned mostly with the ad- 
ventures Mark Sheridan, Clara Dale and George 
Revelwood, fellow-passengers the Jennie North, 
bound for Portland. The ship sinks, and Mark and 
Clara are cast wild and lonely part the 
shore where they seek shelter deserted cabin. 


The next day, they set out toward the north, that 
seeming them the only means escape, they find 
George Revelwood, the other survivor. Then they 
come the house poor family, the Morvains, 


Best SELLERs 


where they are fed and taken care of. Katherine Mor. 
vain the moving spirit the motherless family. Her 
father, they soon discover, lazy, shiftless 
unrealistic; the two older brothers are following their 
father’s footsteps. the younger children, Suzie 
and Elgin, that Katherine’s hopes are centered. She 
determined give them security and schooling and 
chance for betterment. 


the Western Wave, which the three survivors 
continue their trip Portland, Mark meets Charnel 
Bogart who offers him opportunity share one 
his enterprises. Mark agrees take over the man- 
agement mill that has been shut down. 
land, Mark, Clara and George make pact for mutual 
assistance. 


Things not run smoothly for any the three. Clara 
snubbed the women the town. Mark off 
his ventures, some which meet with failure. 
runs across Katherine Morvain again. George love 
with Clara and she finally marries him only make 
him miserable. Eventually she drives him kill 
Charnel Bogart with whom she has run off. 


the end, after George has paid the penalty for his 
crime, Clara, coming face face with her true self, 
commits suicide jumping off the boat which she 
was returning San Francisco, and Katherine Morvain, 
who has gone through harrowing 
and has almost married lumpish sort farmer, 
realizes she love with Mark, and the book ends 
happy note. 


Woven with the plot are some exciting and well 
described incidents such the shipwreck, the forest 
fire, the death Katherine’s beloved youngest brother 
Elgin, the drowning the two older Morvain boys, 
and some desperate fights. the delineation such 
spectacular scenes the author shows power but almost 
seems the book were written mainly for these 
episodes, for the characters lack interest and depth and 
the action secondary. Consequently, would recom- 
mend the book only mild entertainment fare for 
adults. 
Rose Belvedere, 


Brooklyn, New York 
Grau, Shirley Ann The Black Prince 
Knopf. Jan. 17, 1955. 394p. $3.50. 


young (25) “Southern” writer publishes first vol- 
ume nine short stories, three which have pre 
viously appeared periodicals, the rest being presented 
here for the first time. This most unusual launch- 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 


View from Pompey’s Head (IIb) Basso 

Love Eternal Stone 

Time for Sergeants (Ila) Hyman 
Katherine (IIb) Seton 

Brother’s Keeper (IIb) Davenport 
Soldier Fortune (IIb) Gann 
Hadrian’s Memoirs (Ila) Yourcenar 
Not Stranger (IIb) Thompson 
Benton’s Row (IV) Yerby 
Good Morning, Miss Dove Patton 


Aug. 


The Power Positive Thinking 
Nov. 


Abraham Lincoln Sandburg 
Encyclopedia Modern American 
Humor 
I'll Cry Tomorrow (IIb) 
Song the Sky (Ila) 


ing newcomer the literary scene (under the aegis 
one the more important publishers) and probably 
presages brilliant career. 


However, the stories themselves bear some preliminary 
scrutiny. Most deal deliberately with Negro life 
Louisiana; few only with whites. The greater part 
treat the Negro mythmaker (principally the 
title story which attempted tour force), 
essentially immoral, purely primitive, and still 
one for whom there optimistic prospect because 
instinct understanding. The characters the 
“white” stories, contrast, are faded and ineffectual. 


All the stories are marked carefully worked style 
excellent taste. There effort differentiate 
character and background and the stories group 
range from pure violence study subtle relation- 
ships. Two three them (“The Black Prince,” it- 
self, “Miss Yellow Eyes” and possibly “One 
standing alone, might called promising work. 


The difficulty that taken body, despite the 
author’s best efforts toward variety, there found 
oppressive sameness the manner and development. 
There little distinguish one from another and, 
worse, there little distinguish any one the whole 
from the works hosts competent short story 
writers who annually fill the quality periodicals with 
this sort carefully wrought fragment. Worst, while 
there may “understanding” “compassion,” 
the author’s skills outrun her wisdom and there really 
nothing here but echoes literature. 


This judgment may seem harsh but risk run the 
initial presentation shortstories the public. How- 
ever much the story accorded recognition 
separate form, fact that the great majority 
such that have stood the test time have been either 
startlingly original merely sidelights broader 
career. 


The shadow contemporary and sterile tradition 
hangs over this volume. When, and the young writer 
moves from it, more general commendation may 


given her work. 
Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 
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Slaughter, Frank The Healer 
Doubleday. Jan. 20, 1955. 316p. $3.95. 


Already credited with some notable stories about the 
people who inhabit the world medicine, Frank 
Slaughter, his latest novel, probes into doctor’s 
struggle salvage his professional reputation the while 
his personal life grows more entangled series 
romantic interests. 


Upon Henry Bolton’s death was inevitable that his 
plush Park Avenue practice should inherited his 
former intern, Donald Carter, reared New York’s 
slum area, rather than pass his own son, Jim. 
The latter had medical degree sure, but his 
hand was steadier with the bottle than with scalpel. 
And was just inevitable that Kathi should marry 
her father’s protégé—for his money. Since this was 
merely marriage convenience was simply mat- 
ter time and the question property settlement 
that prolonged the divorce, and delayed Miriam Lam- 
bert from getting her man. Not that husband would 
novelty this sophisticate who shed them 
casually she did her fabulous mink. Watching this 
happy triumvirate its maneuvering, and harboring 
her own secret love for her employer, Don’s operat- 
ing-room nurse, Laura Jordan. Come Don’s office 
the recommendation his former roommate Hop- 
kins and her fiancée, Peter Sawyer, Laura gradually 
found her promised return Florida and Pete’s hos- 
pital sorry exchange for dreamed luxurious 
future with the older surgeon. Fate tried its best 
make Laura’s dream reality and took its course 
most dramatic fashion. 


While Dr. Carter performing emergency brain 
operation unknown young girl his patient dies. 
Tormented the horrifying thought that mur- 
derer, Don realizes that Laura alone could tell whether 
had switched from cutting coagulating cur- 
rent the intricate machine. But the nurse about 
meet him later during that night she struck down 
truck and loses her memory. While Don await- 
ing trial charges brought the dead girl’s supposed 
father, Jim Bolton tries block his brother-in-law’s 
determination head clinic linked with new hous- 
ing project the city. Don the meantime has 
made his mind marry Laura when his divorce 
final and South America. Through his skillful 
operation remove blood clot impairing the normal 
functioning her brain, Laura regains her memory. 
Through her testimony the doctor cleared the 
charges, while also discovered that these had been 
trumped Jim with the assistance some down- 
on-the-heel character. Laura, once more faced her 
fiancée, Pete, decides that her future that Gulf 
Coast town, leaving Don free stop long enough for 
the pursuing Miriam. 


With its slight variation familiar theme, ingeni- 
ously developed, The Healer more than come 
expect these days. But even veteran storyteller 
Slaughter’s caliber knows that sixty minute players are 
rare these days. Even Don Carter, despite his great 
play-making, needs time out and, when does, the 
story takes occasional nod. Yet well done, rich 
atmosphere time and place. 
viduals might taken back somewhat the vivid 
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description work the operating table, while others 
might find the technical conversation and dialogue 
little tedious. More objectionable the casual accept- 
ance divorce and general amoral tone which casts 
its pall over some rather fine writing. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
Riverdale 71, New York 


John The Goodly Seed 
Dutton. Jan. 14, 1955. 218p. $3.00. 


This novel—the author’s not confused 
with William March’s The Bad Seed. The latter was 
startling study (of nine-year-old killer) which 
the current dramatic sensation Broadway. Mr. 
Wyllie tells life Japanese prisoner-of-war camp 
during four days late 1944. His premise and theme 
the agnostically romantic one that matter what 
depths individual man may sink, redeemed 
his participation the “humanity” the race: 
man noble breed and our “goodly seed” continues 
vague and amorphous Universe. 


view man. partakes lefthandedly the magnifi- 
cent doctrine the Mystical Body without that Mys- 
tery’s glory: true understanding the brotherhood 
man the unity Christ. Isn’t interesting that 
man will rather universally enjoy believing im- 
puted goodness and nobility the race and yet deny 
our divine origin and maintain homocentric idea 
the universe? That one big step upward seems 
difficult take! has always seemed that this 
reticence akin the action Peter Pan—who re- 
fused grow because didn’t like the world 
would enter. many men romantically won- 
derful champion man se. The intrusion God 
(with His Laws and His Will!) obstreperousness 
not borne; clutters the pretty picture with His 
notions obligations, duties; His not our way—so 
goes! Without Him much easier have 
license linked with (what would call) human virtue 
relation different from vice: man wants his cake 
and the eating it, too. cracked mirror these 
men hold very limited Nature. 


Why the jeremiad? look Wyllie’s work will reveal 
the whyfore. His thesis the good seed expressed 
terms group allied prisoners being held the 
Japs island near Singapore. The CO, Huth, 
dying; successor must chosen. must command 
the respect men who have little hope; must 
able stand the sadistic captors and out-face 
them primitive level stamina and endurance; 
must hold together individuals who are self-con- 
sumed misery, alienated from one another their 
intense struggles continue exist. Shall 
Burns, the American, sullen his isolation, hating 
Dutch and British alike? Van Bruin, the doctor, who 
drives himself night and day keep bodies alive— 
though doesn’t believe they have souls? Van 
Reebek, the lieutenant, taciturn and fear-ridden, an- 
other nonbeliever God but the righteousness 
human actions? Smith, the priest (not Catholic) who 
recovers his awareness God tumbles downhill 


Wyllie Spearman 
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despair? DeGoyer, the charlatan, who always plays 
both ends against the DenHertog, the military 
failure who seeks the easiest paths? 


terms his context the crisis real one and 
author Wyllie does not play cheap tricks his reader, 
knows the life prison, having been one for 
three-and-a-half years, guest the Japanese. 
knows the terrors and the boredom. events 
velop the logical choice revealed circumstances, 
Though Huth dies the important continuity 
mand established. The goodly seed hope 
theological virtue, Mr. Wyllie!) planted 
reader left with the feeling that these men will 
vive and humanity will endure. 


Economically written unadorned style, this 
extremely competent first novel. 
who are—in the main—believable people rather than 
symbols; has incident and action; has impact. 
The latter weakened only the point raised earlier: 
the author’s fundamental view man. some 
readers this carping may considered critical 
But there’s immense difference the view man 
two dollars worth noble-acting chemicals and man 
creature with individual and eternal 
the latter immortality which the goodly seed— 
nourished the only water Mr. Wyllie’s Uni- 
verse: the grace God. 


John Coppinger, 
Operations Research Office, 


Johns Hopkins University, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Spearman, Sheridan Candle Against the Sun 
Kenedy. Dec. 1954. 309p. $3.95. 


This first novel the daughter-in-law the late 
Catholic novelist, Spearman. least for the 
first half this book the reader may tempted 
check the author’s name make sure isn’t Frances 
Parkinson Keyes. This modern romance moves the 
opulent setting “traditions and great family” which 
characterizes the Keyes novels. Moreover end papers 
with maps the Virginia hunt country estate and 
genealogy the aristocratic Clarendon family suggest 
further similarity. 


The beautiful young heroine, Annis, English 
refugee orphan. Her fairy tale marriage the Claren- 
don scion gives Annis the role modern Cinderella. 
Debut parties, banquets, gifts fabulous jewels, furs, 
and fittings trousseau are all minutely described. 


Anthony Clarendon had been confirmed woman 
hater until met Annis, and with 
advanced tastes food, wines and music. Though 
twice her age (perhaps because it) completely 
captivated Annis’ simplicity and integrity. 
few short years their life together idyllic, with 
luxurious living, yachting honeymoon, trip Paris 
and restoration Hadley, the Virginia estate. 


They share deeply passionate love, which described 
with enough restraint keep the book unobjectionable. 
But Anthony possessive and jealous, unable under- 
stand Annis when she begins discover higher Love. 
Here the story gains depth. 
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Besides the two main characters, other well drawn 
personalities include Father Paul Severin, the wise and 
friendly priest who does much shake the compla- 
cency the Clarendon existence; Jeffrey, young 
surgeon who loved Annis before she met Anthony and 
who first questioned her relationship God; and 
Annis’ guardian, also doctor. All these play 
important part the surprising and unusual climax. 


Mrs. Spearman has written good story around the 
universal truth that man made for God. Her writ- 
ing, occasionally agonized, probably more appealing 
women readers. She has dealt ably, though not 
superbly, with difficult and lofty theme. 


Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Magener, Rolf Prisoner’s Bluff 


Dutton. Jan. 19, 1955. 250p. $3.75. 

Rolf Magener and Heins von Have are Germans. They 
were civilians working the Far East when Hitler in- 
vaded Poland. Separately they arrived British 
internment camp located north central India, place 
called Dehra Run. Almost from the first moment 
their meeting they planned escape. This the story 
their flight from Dehra Run and their eventual 
success reaching the Japanese lines Rangoon— 
where they were almost defeated their trusting allies 
who thought them spies! the U.S. victory 
over Japan put them back prison but they were 
finally returned their homes West Germany 
(where they probably ponder what destiny their Rus- 
sian neighbors hold store for them). 


exciting story Magener tells. crisp narrative 
style excellent translation Basil Creighton re- 
veals interesting personality endowed with imagina- 
tion and courage. Wandering through the Asian sub- 
continent for many months with forged papers not 
most people’s way fighting war. Incarceration may 
boring, Magener contends, but relatively safe. 
and his friend were under constant strain 
detection they carefully worked their way toward 
the allies the Fuehrer. 


The initial premise escape oftentimes regarded 
fallacious one: get oneself into situation where 
the tempo life takes sharper cadence; where 
each moment becomes reality filled with the impact 
living (as opposed the slow unnumbered days 
prison life which crawl slowly when one not free 
come and one wishes). And yet one 
root our urge for freedom: that one will tell 
what and limit our activities. How strange that 
Magener—who sounds like was loyal Hitlerite— 
should not able discern the dichotomy his own 
thinking. home his Leader was permitting Dachau 
and Buchenwald. But Magener’s captors, the British— 
all times humane their were doing 
something reprehensible his soul. had 
escape and assert his sanity and free will. That this 
not German trait verified the many works 
escape which have appeared since the close World 
War The Story and The Wooden Horse 
are only two many books which seem confirm the 
universal urge resent being locked up. 
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interesting true adventure, Prisoner’s Bluff evi- 
dence that the British are not the only masters 
devious escapes. Magener must allowed join 
their ranks. There’s more real excitement here than 
half-a-dozen whodunits. 


John Coppinger, 
Operations Research Office, 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Beauvoir, Simone All Men Are Mortal 
Translated from the French Friedman. World 
Publishing Co. Jan. 31, 1955. 345p. $5.00. 

Simone Beauvoir the right hand Jean Paul 
Sartre, whose classmate she was 1929 the Sor- 
bonne, where she received her agrégation philosophy. 
She taught for ten years various lycées, and finally 
began write various works: novels, among which She 
Came Stay was reviewed March, 1954, Best 
Sellers; historical studies, among which The Second 
Sex gained her some repute for statement woman’s 
position; journal her travels America 1953. 
She primarily philosopher, but, like the other 
existentialists, casts her ideas into art forms, 
torical studies. Existentialism not necessarily un- 
Christian; holds that existence precedes essence, and 
that man therefore can make his own destiny. 
resurgence subjectivism, and two branches have 
sprung from it—the Catholic one, represented 
Gabriel Marcel; and the atheistic one, led .by 
Sartre. The latter group have been more influential 
achieved international publicity among the 
unphilosophical public. 

this novel Simone Beauvoir conducts Existen- 
tialist tour through European history, beginning the 
late Middle Age. She does this means im- 
mortal man, Count Fosca, who was born North 
Italian city the 13th century, but who drank 
elixir immortality and has not been able die. The 
story opens modern France with Regina, talented, 
jealous, intensely proud actress, who looking for 
adequate appreciation her genius, immortal fame 
fact. She finds something like the love Count 
Fosca, whom she deliberately led into passionate love 
affair. partial objection must registered for her 
indecent handling love scenes. return tells 
her his life story. 


was present most the outstanding events 
European history from the early Renaissance the 
French Revolution. Why the book ends there 
question; but already becoming boring and repeti- 
tious. The method becomes too clear. You introduce 
immortal man into any given historical moment, 
and passes judgment it. Throughout European 
history Count Fosca was there, soldier, diplomat, 
governor, scientist, founder universities, explorer 
America, soldier the French Revolution. And what 
the upshot his many existences? Wearisome, in- 
escapable, hellish, hopeless boredom. Ordinary humans 
find love, courage, excitement life precisely because 
they are working against time, and subject death. 
Take these away and you have nothing. suppose this 
book does give the intellectual atmosphere one side 
Existentialism. not very inspiring, this insistence 
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this life here and now, and the savage rejec- 
tion immortality. Her historical judgments too are 
superficial—after all, work fiction, you can say 
anything you want about great historical periods. About 
the only crumb positive belief found 
occurs the following bit when Count Fosca talk- 
ing with Garnier, revolutionist: 


“As for me,” (Fosca says), believe nothing.” 


“For me,” (Garnier replies), “being man the great- 
est thing possible.” 


man among men.” 


“Yes, that’s enough. That’s well worth living for and 
dying for.” 

Well, for (the reviewer) don’t believe you can 
ever make philosophy out that which will have 
much influence anywhere beyond the conversational 


Fr. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


The Secret Diary Harold Ickes: Volume III, 
The Lowering Clouds, 1939-1941 

Simon Schuster. Dec. 1954. 695p. $6.00. 

The third volume the Ickes’ diaries covers the 
troubled period from Hitler’s invasion Poland the 
devastating Japanese attack Pearl Harbor. The 
Roosevelt Administration’s focus attention was 


shifted, perhaps thankfully, from domestic policy 


international affairs. the realm foreign relations, 
Ickes, while highly opinionated, was generally excluded 
from the charmed circle presidential advisers. For 
the greater part, therefore, Ickes confines his observa- 
tions the national political scene. 


Testy Harold Ickes was never conspicuous for his chari- 
tableness, neither life nor his diary. The third 
volume makes clear that the years had not altered 
his view Harry Hopkins. That considered Frances 
Knudsen was Ickes more than “master fore- 
man,” man grossly exaggerated reputation; the 
Secretary doubted that Knudsen was big enough for 
the job directing defense production. The recorded 
Ickes’ impression Wendell Willkie that 
utterly unscrupulous proto-Fascist. Acid judgments 
abound this quasi-confidential chronicle. 


But Ickes was not the complete curmudgeon. Archi- 
bald MacLeish, for example, given the highest en- 
comium: “He liberal who knows why.” Senator 
Norris was “great democrat and splendid man.” 
Ben Cohen and others the liberal crowd” merit 
occasional accolade. 


Mr. Ickes held strong views wide variety sub- 
jects; views which often urged the President. 
His slightly comic effort persuade Roosevelt that 
pressure the Vatican would assure the nomination 
Bishop Shiel Cardinal Mundelein’s successor will 
interest (and, trust, amuse) Catholic readers. The 
President, recalling the Bellamy-Storer affair and Cousin 
Theodore’s singed fingers, had inclination act 
Ickes’ advice. general, Ickes’ views the Church 


America offer suggestive evidence the inability, 
the unwillingness, the American liberal 
tinguish the accidental from the substantial regard 
Catholicism. 


solution the problem FDR’s decision accept 
third-term nomination offered the entries dealing 
with the election 1940, but they give 
ing, and probably jaundiced, view the role Harry 
Hopkins manipulator-in-chief the Chicago Con- 
vention. Ickes contends that Henry Wallace was more 
Hopkins’ choice than Roosevelt’s. There nothing 
indicate that Ickes planned bolt the party disgust 
the nomination. 


That Ickes was ardent interventionist, and proud 
it, secret. Robert Sherwood has already made 
clear his importance the destroyer transfer 1940, 
and his diary records his enthusiastic support for the 
foes Hitler. But interventionist Ickes found 
cult accept the presidential distinction between 
“patrolling” and “convoying” description Ameri- 
can naval activity the North Atlantic. Cordell Hull 
and the State Department moved much too slowly for 
the anxious Secretary the Interior, and his denunci- 
ations both are frequent and vehement. occa- 
sionally critical what considered the 
hesitant policy toward Japan. (His secretarial knuckles 
received presidential rap for ordering halt oil 
shipments from the Atlantic ports Japan.) mid- 
November, 1941, Ickes was advocating war with Japan, 
but the President reminded him that Japan was “too 
far away attacked.” 


From the pages the diary, picture Ickes (admit- 
tedly impressionistic) emerges: rigid liberal, whose 
liberalism was peculiar amalgam 1912 Progres- 
sivism and latter-day New Dealism, had weakness 
for jumping impetuous, almost intuitional, and doc- 
trinaire conclusions. That had the courage his 
liberal convictions there can little doubt. was 
generally considered, and probably justly so, man 
great personal integrity, yet was not excessively 
scrupulous about the means used attain what 
deemed desirable ends. thought himself modest 
man but certainly cannot accused underesti- 
mating his own abilities and importance, nor was 
immune tactful flattery. 

guide the personalities, policies, and politics 
the Roosevelt Administrations, the diary the New 
Deal’s Gideon Welles valuable historical document. 
Unfortunately, its value the scholar limited the 
failure the anonymous editor indicate deletions. 


Frank Gerrity, Ph.D., 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Engle, Paul and Martin, Hansford, eds. 
Prize Stories 1955 
Doubleday. Jan. 1955. 313p. $3.95. 


Every year for three decades there have been two yard- 
stick anthologies devoted reprinting the best the 
American short story. These books—the O’Brien- 
Martha Foley Best Stories and the Henry Memorial 
Award series, which the book under review the 
thirty-fifth number—are the two most important liter- 
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ary barometers have. Not only the short story 
our most important literary form; its practitioners bear 
watching because they often become our novelists, and 
even our playwrights. These anthologies have brought 
wide and permanent attention such contemporary 
artists Eudora Welty, Truman Capote, Flannery 
and Powers; they have also been the 
first indications new trends serious writing. 


The present series, now its second year under the 
Engle-Martin editorship, has until recently tended 
give more favorable hearing the action story and 
the near-commercial story than its rival. But now 
both anthologies lean heavily upon the New Yorker, 
the quality group, and the magazines. The 
top award this year goes the short story “In the 
Zoo,” Jean Stafford, the novelist. This story 
vivid and brilliant recreation the childhood two 
sisters brought “possessive, unloving, scornful, 
complacent foster mother.” This year’s 
cludes many distinguished stories, among them subtle 
Powers story curate and “dormouse” pastor 
who could “slow you penetrating study 
“fault comprehension” when crass American pro- 
fessor encounters cultivated Spaniard Mexico; and 
several stories which characters evoke memories 
their childhood early youth. The dominant note 
that the problem conquering loneliness, build- 
ing bridges from one person another, “the world 
pretty much stuck with.” 


Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Ochsner, Alton, M.D. 
Smoking and Cancer: Doctor’s Report 
Messner. Nov. 1954. 86p. $2.00. 


For years doctors have been bombarded textbooks, 
professional journals, reprints and “throw-away” maga- 
zines with articles telling the evils cigarette smok- 
ing. Little substantial impact was made, however, until 
the research Doctors Graham and Wynder, 1950, 
revealed that 96.5 per cent 605 male patients with 
lung cancer had smoked least half pack cigarettes 
day for twenty years and that was rare find 
lung-cancer victim who had not smoked excessively 
over long period time. Only eight patients the 
Graham and Wynder series had been non-smokers. 


England, Doctor Richard Doll and Professor 
Bradford Hill undertook similar survey, completed 
1952, for the British Medical Research Council. These 
investigators compared the case histories large 
number lung-cancer patients with approximate num- 
bers cases cancer other parts the body and 
cases involving diseases other than cancer. Among 
more than thousand men with cancer only one- 
half one per cent were non-smokers. equal 
number patients with other diseases, four and one- 
half per cent were non-smokers—a difference which 
Doctor Ochsner considers “tremendously significant.” 


The clincher appeared have been realized June 
this year when Doctor Cuyler Hammond and Doctor 
Daniel Horn, the statistical division American 
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Cancer Society, presented report their research 
the annual meeting the American Medical Associa- 
tion. Based upon two-and-cne-half year statistical 
study the smoking habits over 180,000 men be- 
tween the ages fifty and seventy years and aralysis 
the cause death among large segment men 
the same category, the general conclusion was that 
cigarette smokers die sooner than others the fifty-to- 
seventy years bracket and that they die chiefly from 
cancer and heart disease. 


The reaction created the report 
among the medical profession was m:ld compared 
the sensational furore produced the public press. 
Cigarette sales promptly declined and tobacco stocks 
dropped four per cent value within two days. But 
the market promptly recovered had previously 
after initial drops caused adverse reports. 


Smoking and Cancer relates many these particulars 
more detail and includes epitomes similar rele- 
vant research. Expressions from the works others— 
duly credited the list forty-seven references the 
back the book—are lifted from context apparently 
substantiate the author’s thesis. But this more 
often than not purely for the purpose emphasis. 
Doctor Ochsner’s views stem primarily from im- 
pressive and lengthy personal experience with lung 
cancer and his conclusions are drawn from clinical 
observation, case analysis, experimental research and 
extensive knowledge medical literature which 
has been generous contributor. Almost quarter 
century ago his “suspicions about smoking were 
aroused” when observed that most patients upon 
whom “operated for ailments the lungs, heart, 
arteries and stomach were heavy smokers” and that 
serious postoperative complications were comparatively 
rare among non-smokers. Apparently this conviction 
has grown with the passage years, for Doctor Ochsner 
believes that “what know about cancer incriminates 
smoking” and that smoking “deadly accomplice 
heart disease.” 


Integrated from this illustrious background oppor- 
tunely-written book which the author builds the 
strongest possible case against the use tobacco. And 
the tobacco industry does not escape indictment. Doc- 
tor Ochsner charges the tobacco interests with huckster- 
ing product that carries disease and death its 
wake” and failing “dismally discharge its manifest 
obligations” the public. states that the accusa- 
tions “medical hocus pocus,” “fictitious surveys” and 
“paid testimonials” are all true; and denies that the 
industry would suffer “ruin” from “realistic and co- 
operative attitude the part cigarette makers.” But 
doubtful that the four recommendations made 
Doctor Ochsner, however “well advised” and well- 
intended, will acceptable tobacco manufacturers. 


Tobacco whatever form—and not cigarettes alone— 
are prey Doctor Ochsner’s arraigning pen 
elaborates upon the diseases either caused ad- 
versely influenced tobacco. pointed out that 
“every tobacco user candidate for cancer” and will 
remain “as long uses tobacco any form.” 
And will not protected “denicotinized cig- 
arettes These and “king-sized” varieties 
merely delude the smoker. 
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Tobacco has been accused many sins the past. 
Years ago cigarettes were seriously referred “coffin 
nails” and, indeed, may again. This particularly 
true Smoking and Cancer accomplishes its purpose. 
But that will very doubtful. There are too 
many intangibles yet resolved before the concept 
that tobacco major factor the causation cancer 
can fully accepted. Available evidence, critically 
evaluated, does not favor such conclusion. 


Doctor Ochsner’s book not directed the physician; 
interestingly written clear, non-medical, simple 
language. will impress many readers and alarm 
others. The fearful will, for time least, influ- 
enced give smoking. Some will try smoke 
more moderately. 


Opinions concerning tobacco and cancer will remain 
divided, for the case against cigarettes means 
proved despite Doctor Ochsner’s sincere effort. 
many respects, other than those related cancer, the 
book has merit; and might conceivably exert re- 
straining influence upon inveterate chain-smokers and 
adolescents who, they must smoke, should practice 


moderation. 
William White, M.D., 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


William The Devil His Due 
Doubleday. Jan. 191p. $2.75. 


The Devil His Due bears the Crime Club owl symbol 
which designates crime story emphasizing “Character 
and Atmosphere.” must admitted once that 
the owl perched the right volume. 


synthetic gentleman without visible means moral 
support, Dicky Corrigan, thanks his well-tailored 
clothing and affected English accent, inhabits the fringe 
New York’s cafe society. thoroughly despicable 
individual, Dicky had discovered early life that 
was attractive women and that this attraction had 
cash value. When meets equally synthetic 
lady with more highly polished veneer, unpleasant 
things begin happen. The young lady question, 
Blair Conway, former mistress mobster and current 
fiancée the putative heir millionaire, Dicky’s 
moral equal. spot blackmail, with small murder 
and little prostitution, loan-sharking 
ing thrown for good measure, give the tale properly 
criminal ring. portrait gallery unusual types, 
The Devil His Due might appeal mature readers 
crime stories (if there such). 


Frank Gerrity, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Whitford, and Foster, (Editors) 
Concise Dictionary American Grammar 
and Usage 


Philosophical Library. 168p. $4.50. 


The Philosophical Library seems embarked project 
supply battery useful reference books for the 
average reader, for home well library use. This 
Dictionary American Grammar and Usage pre- 
cisely what its title implies: “concise.” not and not 


Whitford Brady 


intended be, obviously, exhaustive treatise the 
varieties usage abusage the “American Lan- 
guage.” And not philosophical treatise the 
divergences American grammar distinct from 
English, (or Canadian Australian), grammar. 


Yet thumbing through its few pages, one wonders what 
purpose this book, dictionary-style, serves that not 
already fulfilled the American College Dictionary, 
the New World Dictionary American Language, and 
similar standard dictionaries, all which are much 
better prepared and with thousands more entries than 
are herein contained price which only fifty cents 
less than the above-mentioned dictionaries. More spe- 
cifically, one wonders why such “concise dictionary 
usage and grammar” the editors consider appro- 
priate, even necessary, incorporate four-column 
treatise “Reading, The Art of” (pages, 119, 120); 
give attention, rather banal, without 
mention “Poetry.” 


have the feeling that few save the authors and the 
publishers will feel that this volume fills any con- 
siderable need. The available dictionaries will cer- 
tainly serve better. 


Brady, Joseph Confusion Twice Confounded 
Seton Hall University Press. Jan. 15, 1955. 192p. $3.00. 


The First Amendment and the Supreme Court the 
subject which Monsignor Brady ably treats simple 
and direct fashion. First there brief prologue touch- 
ing the confusion concerning the place religion 
American public and constitutional life 
intensification this confusion the Everson and 
McCollum decisions the Supreme Court. Then the 
background, purpose and history the First Amend- 
ment prior 1947 are calmly analyzed and followed 
separate consideration the various “opinions” 
these two celebrated cases. 


The final and concluding section, entitled Epilogue, 
some respects the most thought provoking portion 
the book because relates these and other decisions 
the federal judiciary the well-defined trend to- 
ward pre-empting states’ rights judicial decisions 
rather than constitutional amendment. 
enough, this seems fulfilling the prophetic fears 
the same Thomas Jefferson whose “wall separa- 
tion” metaphor was the convenient peg which the 
Court has hung its rulings. 


When one finishes this very readable book will have 
clear understanding the background and meaning 
the “no establishment religion” clause the First 
Amendment our Federal Constitution. will also 
have good knowledge the Everson and McCollum 
cases which brought forth two the most amazing and 
controversial decisions issue from the Supreme Court 
recent times. Having followed the author’s logical 
reasoning, will have appreciation the confusion 
and disturbing undertones which these decisions have 
unleashed. the book has fault, perhaps this ought 
found the needless acidity and sharpness with 
which the argument carried the opponent. The 
impact good argument may dulled flare 


The boc 
libraries, 


Cartmel 


Dial. 
There 
printed 

selected 
popular, 
sentative 
re-readir 
trouble 
only 
this 
collectio 
not 
cents 
quarrel 

this 
inevitab 
there 
with 
know 
Wolfe 
thi: 
shrine; 
all 


store’s 


Dutton. 
Six yea 
his first 
comes 
tales 
crisp 
sparklir 
these 
proof, 
tales 
learned 
nor, 
being 
every 
but you 
how 
with lit 
it, whe 
are 
sea, 
parts 
mornin 
somest 
remem 
the 


3.00, 


the 
mple 
igion 


the 


1955 


The book recommended for school and college 
libraries, for reading lists History, Government and 
Constitutional Law—in fact, for every citizen who has 
sincere and abiding interest the future con- 


stitutional government. 
Edward Stanford, 
4300 Harewood Road, 
Washington 17, 


Cartmell, Van H., and Grayson, Charles (Editors) 
The Golden Argosy 
Dial. Jan. 21, 1955. 656p. $6.00. 


There are forty short stories here contained well- 
printed and bound volume, all which have been 
selected the editors because they seem the 
popular, most enduring—rather than most repre- 
sentative—stories their respective authors. Such 
treasury is, course, nice have one’s shelf for 
rereading and rediscovering old friends. The only 
trouble seems the price which is, though 
only penny-a-page, somewhat high for anthology 
this sort, particularly when are familiar with 
collection fifty short stories wide range but 
not well printed bound, pocketbook costing 
cents retail. Every reader will, doubtless, have some 
quarrel with the editors the selection: Why wasn’t 
this that included instead such and so? That 
inevitable long tastes, fortunately, differ. But 
there are thirty-seven authors represented, three only 
with two entries, viz., Poe, Kipling, Stevenson. don’t 
know would let Sherwood Anderson and Thomas 
Wolfe into such expert company they keep here; 
but this sampler, one supposes, rather than 
shrine; and you want all Thurber all Mansfield, 
all Poe Henry Collier well, the book- 
store’s the place get them. 


MacMahon, Bryan The Red Petticoat 
Dutton. Jan. 31, 1955. 210p. $3.00. 

Six years, almost the day, after the appearance 
his first collection short stories the United States, 
comes from Bryan MacMahon another lovely packet 
tales Ireland’s countryside and cities, fresh and 
crisp and sweet-and-bitter cool dew-laid clover, 
sparkling with gay humor and fragrant sod. And 
these twenty short stories taken by-and-large add more 
proof, anyone wants it, that the most vital writers 
tales these days are found among the legend- 
learned men Ireland: Sean O’Faolain, Frank O’Con- 
nor, and this young Bryan MacMahon. You may not, 
being far away from the green shores, recognize the 
every scene expression the speech these folk; 
but you will recognize the wit and poetry that knows 
how turn fresh phrase and make words leap 
with life. Here imagination and the gift share 
it, whether quick way saying the whitecaps 
are “lighting and quenching the angry water” the 
sea, the litany observations Danny Byrnes im- 
parts the Professor Celtic Culture one white 
morning Dublin’s park: “He said that the lone- 
somest questions the world began with: ‘Do you 
said that you could only hold looking 
the field for five minutes but that you could keep 
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looking the sea forever also said that man- 
kind had many coats onion, and that when 
you stripped them all off you found gypsy.” And 
then may the dark chill the tale Garrett 
Dawley and his mother trying ward off the ill they 
knew that Gobby Delaney was working them, 
she had Jonathan Sullivan. the sly humor 
Dick Lynch’s encounter with the parish priest one 
sunny evening the road above the bridge over the 
stream that ran the church. 


Well, all-in-all, grand thing have, this slim 
bag tales, from first last, varied spring flowers 
summer moods. They have the grace faith 
them that warms the heart and gay way bring 
mist light the eyes, and times burst 
laughter and times wince pain. And here 
and there, without seeming mean to, one teaches 
lesson that all might well learn, then that good 
thing too, and what tales were meant for. You will 
find life more real here, the young doctor did when 
called from the cinema dark the crowded croft 
work while candle was lighting. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Mason, van Wyck The Blue Hurricane 
Lippincott. Oct. 20, 1954. 307p. $3.75. 


When Matt Hovey thought had shot and killed 
his father, revenge for wronging his mother, fled 
the West where the Civil War was raging and 
down the Mississippi and its tributaries. left behind 
his sweetheart, Phoebe Whidden, but she followed him 
and eventually married him. Meantime, however, 
Matt had won and lost fortune running contraband 
and engaging Army peculation before repenting and 
entering the Army only serve aboard Union ram. 
Interlaced with Matt’s story are those Paul Dent, 
Flavia Cosby, Robert Ashton and several others through 
whose adventures Mr. Mason covers the war the 
West and the activities Union ironclads built 
Eads and fought the Ellets and others Grant’s 
campaign clear the West. This the meat the 
story and done Mr. Mason’s usual well-woven 
style. The remainder somewhat belabored and inter- 
feres with the readers’ enjoyment. Because the 
matter included the book can considered suitable 
only for adult readers. 


Haskett, Marie The Cliff’s Edge 


McGraw-Hill. 1954. 245p. $3.50. 


The Cliff’s Edge most unusual love 
plot, such; but is, nonetheless, dramatic and 
deeply inspiring. Told the first person Marie, the 
tale remarkable its frankness and that leaves 
little the imagination. Yet, there sufficient 
between the lines, together with the uncertainty the 
outcome, make the book difficult lay aside. 


Having come from similar Irish-American backgrounds 
and having been educated Catholic schools, Paul and 
Marie had much common. They met for the first 
time while law students Boston University; and with 
Marie was case love first sight. Marriage fol- 
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lowed soon thereafter, and Marie gave her profes- 
sional career. But, for time, Paul continued his 
studies the law. 


There unwitting contrast the mental stability 
the principal characters from the beginning the 
story. Marie had been conditioned understand and 
sympathetic with those who were ill. Her grand- 
father had been blinded accident and when she 
was she went each day after school read 
him the newspapers. Later on, when she was only 
fourteen, she read her father each day during his 
last months lay “half-paralyzed.” Then, when 
Paul was stricken with very serious mental disease, 
she put most valiant fight encourage his re- 
and for the salvation herself and three chil- 
ren. 


Fortified profound faith God and assured 
the efficacy prayer, she was able face these terrify- 
ing problems, stand unfriendly society and 
hold her family together. 


Paul, the other hand, had been unstable since re- 
ceiving head injury during World War II. And, 
told Marie the night before their marriage, had 
“terrific swings mood and headaches.” Soon, 
began spend long hours dimly-lit bars talking with 
criminals and engaging conspiracies with them. This 
was the beginning his criminal aberrations—and, 
indeed, his mental crack-up. 


Things went from bad worse with Paul until there 


was recourse but have him admitted hospital 
for nervous and mental diseases. was then that 
Marie’s struggles really began. The long months during 
which she alternately hoped and despaired, Paul’s visits 
home and his heart-breaking relapses—how family 
had the strength, the love and the faith God 
survive one life’s worst tragedies, makes The Cliff’s 
Edge story worthy anyone’s reading. will 
specially encouraging those burdened with chronic 
illness the family. 


William White, M.D., 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Pocket Print 


The top title the February crop paper- 
backs Pocketbooks’ reprint, complete with color and 
monochrome photos, Captain Cousteau’s fasci- 
nating book undersea adventures with aqualung and 
flippers, The Silent World, (C-163; $0.35). 
bargain for any reader and good deal more thrilling 
its accounts dangers encountered and overcome 
than most fiction can provide. Recommended. (I). 
And the second edition the Pocketbook Magazine, 
(C-160; $0.35), contains seventeen articles, almost all 
which are interest and representing such writers 
John Gunther, Allan Nevins, Msgr. Ronald Knox, 
James Farrell, Henry Wallace, Corey Ford, Margaret 
Mead. sample Leonard Norris’ cartoons from 
over-the-border Canada; Medical Quiz Dr. 
Alvarez; Cybernetics, Statistics, Insect Lore and 


Pocket Print 


pro-and-con presentation gambling are other subjects 
treated. 


Western addicts will find fodder Strawberry Roan, 
Clem Colt, (Dell Book, No. 828; $0.25), Will 
mine’s Boss the Plains, (Pocketbooks, No. 
$0.25), and Spur the Smoke, Steve Frazee, 
mabook, M-3003; $0.25), all which are more less 
standard shootin’ and lootin’ variations themes 
Nick Carter and Zane Grey, 
the other hand, the mystery addicts can thank 
books for: item, one Agatha Christie improvisation 
nursery rhyme, Pocket Full Rye, (No. 
$0.25), which skillful but improbable; item, one more 
Erle Stanley Gardner yo-ti-ho with Perry Mason again 
beating the field cops the finish line The Case 
the One-Eyed Witness, (Pocketbooks, No. 1041; 
$0.25); and item, one collection eight Daphne 
Maurier’s short stories, not all them mysteries, 
titled Kiss Again, Stranger which Best Sellers 
labelled March 15, 1953. The other two could 


rated the same value, IIa. 


Since The Story Esther Costello, Nicholas Mon- 
sarrat, (Pocketbooks, No. 1043; $0.25), due 
filmed, the reprint can read introduction 
the film, you can wait for the film about the 
cent young lady used unscrupulous racketeers 
swindle millions for “sweet charity.” Best Sellers rated 
issue January 1954. Just one ahead the 
above numbering, The Little Ark, Jan Hartog, 
(Pocketbooks, No. 1042), welcome reprint story 
about the tidal wave that flooded Holland not long 
ago and some the people affected. You will find 
rated Best Sellers, January 15, 1954. 


There are two titles, one from Dell and one from Per- 
mabook, which are means attractive others 
mentioned thus far. Mary McCarthy’s The Company 
She Keeps, (Dell, No. 824; $0.25), footless chronicle 
the moral divagations singularly witless woman, 
(IV); while Seymour Shubin’s Anyone’s Name 
purports detail how pulp-fiction writer murder 
stories becomes murderer himself, well 
nearly everything else down the decalog sins, (Per- 
mabook, M-4004; $0.35). That trashily written 
makes less prepossessing than Miss McCarthy’s maun- 
derings, (IV). 


balance the judgment against itself, Permabook 
also presents sort revival mission evangelist 
Billy Graham, titled Peace With God, which funda- 
mentalist enough speak out for belief God, sin, 
the devil, immortality, the Trinity, the divinity Jesus 
Christ, His redemptive mission. will doubtless 
welcomed Protestant readers, for whom chiefly 


intended. (No. M-4003; $0.35) 


Rounding off the list those that have come hand 
Handbook Beauty, Constance Hart, (Dell 
First Edition, D-40; $0.35), which doubtless will grab- 
bed bobby soxers and would-be b-s’s who should 
find detailed and sensible hints and instructions 
for overcoming sloppiness through 
calory lists, diets, make-up charts, exercise regimens, 
and enough schedules keep the dears busy any 
spare time. (I) 
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